Psalm & Readings Thursday 24th September 2020

Psalm 37

Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him, and he will act.
He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for
him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their
way,
over those who carry out evil devices.
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit
the land.
Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look diligently for their place, they
will not be there.
But the meek shall inherit the land,
and delight in abundant prosperity.
The wicked plot against the righteous,
and gnash their teeth at them;
but the Lord laughs at the wicked,
for he sees that their day is coming.
The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows
to bring down the poor and needy,
to kill those who walk uprightly;
their sword shall enter their own heart,
and their bows shall be broken.
Better is a little that the righteous person has
than the abundance of many wicked.

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken,
but the Lord upholds the righteous.
The Lord knows the days of the blameless,
and their heritage will abide for ever;
they are not put to shame in evil times,
in the days of famine they have abundance.
But the wicked perish,
and the enemies of the Lord are like the glory
of the pastures;
they vanish—Ilike smoke they vanish away.
The wicked borrow, and do not pay back,
but the righteous are generous and keep giving;
for those blessed by the Lord shall inherit the
land,
but those cursed by him shall be cut off.
Our steps are made firm by the Lord,
when he delights in our way;
though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong,
for the Lord holds us by the hand.
| have been young, and now am old,
yet | have not seen the righteous forsaken
or their children begging bread.
They are ever giving liberally and lending,
and their children become a blessing.
Depart from evil, and do good,;
so you shall abide for ever.
For the Lord loves justice;
he will not forsake his faithful ones.
The righteous shall be kept safe for ever,
but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.
The righteous shall inherit the land,
and live in it for ever.
The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom,
and their tongues speak justice.
The law of their God is in their hearts;
their steps do not slip.
The wicked watch for the righteous,
and seek to kill them.
The Lord will not abandon them to their power,



or let them be condemned when they are
brought to trial.
Wait for the Lord, and keep to his way,
and he will exalt you to inherit the land;
you will look on the destruction of the wicked.
| have seen the wicked oppressing,
and towering like a cedar of Lebanon.
Again | passed by, and they were no more;
though | sought them, they could not be found.
Mark the blameless, and behold the upright,
for there is posterity for the peaceable.
But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed;
the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off.
The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.
The Lord helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves
them,
because they take refuge in him.

1 Kings 11:1-13

King Solomon loved many foreign women along
with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite,
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite
women, from the nations concerning which

the Lord had said to the Israelites, ‘You shall not
enter into marriage with them, neither shall they
with you; for they will surely incline your heart to
follow their gods;’ Solomon clung to these in
love. Among his wives were seven hundred
princesses and three hundred concubines; and his
wives turned away his heart. For when Solomon
was old, his wives turned away his heart after
other gods; and his heart was not true to

the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father
David. For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess
of the Sidonians, and Milcom the abomination of
the Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in
the sight of the Lord, and did not completely
follow the Lord, as his father David had

done. Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for
Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on
the mountain east of Jerusalem. He did the same
for all his foreign wives, who offered incense and
sacrificed to their gods.

Then the Lord was angry with Solomon, because
his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God
of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and
had commanded him concerning this matter, that
he should not follow other gods; but he did not
observe what the Lord commanded. Therefore
the Lord said to Solomon, ‘Since this has been
your mind and you have not kept my covenant
and my statutes that | have commanded you, |
will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it
to your servant. Yet for the sake of your father
David | will not do it in your lifetime; | will tear it
out of the hand of your son. | will not, however,
tear away the entire kingdom; | will give one tribe
to your son, for the sake of my servant David and
for the sake of Jerusalem, which | have chosen.’

Acts 17:16-34

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he
was deeply distressed to see that the city was full
of idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the
Jews and the devout persons, and also in the
market-place every day with those who happened
to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers debated with him. Some said, ‘What
does this babbler want to say?’ Others said, ‘He
seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’
(This was because he was telling the good news
about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they took
him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked
him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that
you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to
us, so we would like to know what it means.” Now
all the Athenians and the foreigners living there
would spend their time in nothing but telling or
hearing something new.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and
said, ‘Athenians, | see how extremely religious
you are in every way. For as | went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your
worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, “To an unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in shrines made by human



hands, nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself
gives to all mortals life and breath and all

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times
of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and
find him—though indeed he is not far from each
one of us. For “In him we live and move and have
our being”; as even some of your own poets have
said,

“For we too are his offspring.”

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to
think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone,
an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day
on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed,
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead.’

When they heard of the resurrection of the dead,
some scoffed; but others said, “We will hear you
again about this.” At that point Paul left them. But
some of them joined him and became believers,
including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.



